INTRODUCTION
Over the past [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] Since the original paper by Nicholas and Smith (1983) , various forms of breeding scheme using MOET have been proposed (Colleau and Mocquot, 1989 The heifers which have calved down have been housed since calving, fed a silage-based complete diet, and milked 3 times a day. Target yields are high, to facilitate the identification of the best cows and the best families in the herd. We now have reasonable numbers of animals which have completed wk 40 (280 days) of lactation, and the expected 305 day average yield is now > 8 500 kg milk, at 4.2% fat and 3.45% protein.
Production is recorded automatically at each milking, and composition determined each week. The animals are also classified for type traits and assessed for temperament. Milking speed is recorded automatically, while all veterinary and disease events are noted. Feed intake is being recorded on individual cows during lactation, using an improved version of the system described by Forbes et al (1986 
